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Editorial 
Bright blue start to 1999 
I The New Year always begins with high expectations, already appear to be becoming reality in 1999. 
N ichia’s mid-January announcement of trial ship- ments of a violet laser has brought the industry’s holy grail one step closer to commercial fruition. 
Nichia’s chief researcher, Shuji Nakamura, is continuing 
to pick up awards for his pioneering work in GaN (see 
page 4), but the real prize wil1 be the wide scale adop- 
tion of the technology in end use applications.While it is 
always diffïcult to predict the twists and turns of the 
consumer market when it comes to adopting new tech- 
nology, the abundance of potential uses of the blue laser 
seem certain to gtiarantee it early adoption. 
While blue lasers wil1 continue to be a focal point of 
the industry’s endeavours in 1999, there will be plenty 
of other developments to watch as well.The transition 
to 6” GaAs looks certain to gather pace with Vitesse and 
Anadigics both announcing their moves to the larger di- 
ameter wafers recently, while white LEDs are another 
important growth market. Roy Szweda looks at these 
and other important areas of activity in his preview to 
the year on pages 18-20. 
This issue, III-VS Review also begins a regular feature 
providing an overview of compound semiconductor ap- 
plications in important end use markets.The fìrst sector 
but the hopes of the compound semiconductor industry 
under the spotlight is the automotive industry (pages 14- 
17), where there is growing uptake of components such 
as LEDs and sensors.The automotive market is a chal- 
lenging one for any supplier with its demanding perfor- 
mance tost requirements, but the potential reward of 
large sales volumes ensures that it remains enticing. 
Providing further insights inta what various compa- 
nies are up to in the compound semiconductor industry, 
Mohamed Henini looks at some of the R&D activities at 
Japanese fìrms NTT and Asahi Chemical (pages 38-43). 
Uniphase provides an overview (pages 24-29) of the per- 
formance of its increasingly wel1 established 980 nm 
laser, while Thomas Swan (pages 22-23) outlines its ex- 
pansion plans. 
Already, 1933 has al1 the hallmarks of becoming an 
exciting year. 
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